
English 
Ms. Muñoz 

Room 204 

Welcome to English I with Ms. Muñoz and welcome to American Senior High! Please read and sign the 

following contract to understand the materials needed and what is expected of you throughout this course. If 

you have any questions please feel free to ask before signing.  

 

Course Description:  

Throughout the year we will be working on both reading comprehension and writing skills through works of 

literature and informational texts.  We will be working as a whole class, independently, and through cooperative 

learning groups.  

 

Materials: 

- Headphones (for district assessments) 

-Students are required to bring a pen, pencil, highlighter, and paper to class daily.  

-One composition book (no spiral) exclusively for this class.  

-BYOD (In which a device other than a cell phone is used for assignments. More info below.) 

 

Goals:  

•     To prepare students for in-depth analysis of literary genres such as poetry, nonfiction, an epic, short story,      

      drama, and informational text 

•     To polish writing skills and improve vocabulary 

•     To encourage students to derive their own meaning of literature by using evidence from the text and making   

       comparisons to their own personal experiences 

 

Objectives:  

The Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) standards will be used in conjunction with the 

course material. These standards emphasize that literacy is not achievable merely through a skills-based 

approach to reading comprehension. Lessons designed to instill background knowledge and a deep respect for 

literary works that transcend time because of the truth of their content and the beauty of their craft are critical to 

building life-long learners.  Students will learn: how to determine implied and stated main idea, analyze plot 

elements, setting, conflicts, resolutions, identify relevant supporting details, analyze methods of organizational 

patterns, make inferences about text, and use the support of textual evidence in their analysis. Students will also 

learn the writing process focusing on conventions, organization, and support. 

 

Assignments:  

Check points, quizzes, and tests will be given throughout the year. Throughout the course, students will be 

writing essays. There will be weekly homework stemming from reading/writing standards covered in class.  

- The classroom electronic textbook is available online through the student portal (Perspective Series).  

- Internet access will be required for homework assignments. Free internet is available in the 

school library which is open before school, during lunch, and after school. Wi-Fi is also available 

throughout the school building.   

- We will be using a variety of other websites in class to supplement the course such as, Quill, 

NoRedInk, CommonLit, ActivelyLearn, Schoology, and Kahoot. Students are required to make 

accounts when directed to and to be responsible with remembering their usernames and 

passwords.  

 

Evaluation: 

Students are evaluated based on assignments, homework, class participation, projects/portfolios, district 

assessments, and class discussions. 

 



Grading Scale: 

90%-100% of total points = A, 80-89% =B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D, 59% and below=F 

 

Behavior: 

Appropriate behavior is expected at all times. Rude and disrespectful behavior is not tolerated. Phone call home, 

Detention, or Written Referral to administration are consequences for inappropriate behavior.  

 

Attendance: 

Regular attendance is crucial for success. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to make-up the work missed 

and to stay caught up on missed readings. The textbook is located online via the student portal. 

 

Make-Up: 

Make-up work is given only for an excused absence. Work is due within 3 days of returning to class.  

 

Tardiness:  

Tardiness will not be tolerated. Excessive tardiness will result in detention, phone call home, or written referral 

to administration.  

 

Bathroom privileges: 

Do not abuse the bathroom privilege. Excessive use of the bathroom pass will result in a parent conference.  

 

Electronics: 

No cell phones are to be used in class.  BYOD is for instructional use and is for tablets, laptops, or iPads. Work 

in class can NOT be done on a cell phone.  

 
Email: Parents can contact me via email. smoonoz@dadeschools.net  
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty is a serious infraction. The following acts constitute cheating or academic 
dishonesty: copying another student’s work or test answers; failing to give cited credit to authors 
whose ideas you use in support or your own arguments; borrowed evidence which is incorrectly 
paraphrased; work which is not your original work which has been partially copied and pasted or 
used in its entirety; working on an assignment with another student when the guidelines specifically 
dictate it is to be completed individually; ideas which you claim as yours that are not; taking a picture 
of another student’s work to copy and send electronically.  
Consequences for academic dishonesty are: the student will receive a zero on the given assignment 
where cheating occurred and possible failure and/or removal from the class. 
 
If you have any questions or need extra help at any time, please, ASK!  I am here to help you! I can’t 
wait for a great school year.  - Ms. Muñoz      

*An electronic version of the syllabus is in Schoology for future reference. 
 

_______________________     ________ _________________________   _________ 
Student Signature   Date  Parent/Guardian Signature   Date 
 
__________________________________   _______________________________ 
Print Student Name      Student ID # 
 
__________________________________   _______________________________ 
Parent Email                  Student Email 
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