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Welcome to Class! I look forward to an exciting and productive school year. The following are classroom guidelines, 
materials, and expectations.   
 
Classroom Platform:   I use Microsoft TEAMS for announcements and the posting of materials and assignments. 
 
Course Description:  
English: Throughout the year we will be working on both reading comprehension and writing skills through works of 
literature and informational texts.  We will be working as a whole class, independently, and through cooperative learning 
groups.  
Dev. Language Arts: provides the opportunity for students to develop language through real world content that connects 
to units of study. Each unit incorporates grammar and vocabulary through reading and listening texts, reading 
comprehension, functional speaking, and writing, as well as media comprehension. 
 
Materials: 
- Charged Tablet with keyboard. 
- Headphones (for district assessments) 
- Composition Book 
-Students are required to bring pen, pencil, highlighter, and paper.  
 
Goals:  
•     To prepare students for in-depth analysis of literary genres such as poetry, nonfiction, an epic, short story, drama, and 
informational text  
•     To polish writing skills, improve vocabulary and grammar. 
•     To encourage students to derive their own meaning of literature by using evidence from the text and making 
comparisons to their own personal experiences 
 
Objectives:  
As determined by the Language Arts Florida Standards (LAFS) students will learn: How to determine implied and stated 
main idea, analyze plot elements, setting, conflicts, resolutions, identify relevant supporting details, analyze methods of 
organizational patterns, make inferences about text, and use the support of textual evidence in their analysis. Students will 
also learn the writing process focusing on conventions, organization, and support. 
 
Assignments:  
Tablet checks, quizzes, and tests will be given throughout the year. Throughout the course, students will be writing essays. 
There will be weekly homework stemming from reading/writing standards covered in class.  

- The classroom electronic textbook is available online through the student portal. 
- English 3: This is the Savvas-My Perspectives Series. Currently, there are NO hard copies of our textbook. 

However, we hope to receive them by Quarter 2. 
- Developmental Language Arts ESOL: Life Level 6 
- Internet access will be required for homework assignments. Free internet is available in the school library 

which is open before school, during lunch, and after school. Wi-Fi is also available throughout the school 
building.   

- Khan Academy will be utilized to prep students for ACT/SAT (English 3) 
- We will be using a variety of other websites in class to supplement the course such as, TEAMS, Quill, 

NoRedInk, CommonLit, ActivelyLearn, Newsela, and Kahoot. Students are required to make accounts 
when directed to and to be responsible with remembering their usernames and passwords.  

 
 



 
 
Evaluation: 
Students are evaluated based on assignments, homework, class participation, projects/portfolios (composition notebooks), 
district assessments, and class discussions. 
 
Grading Scale: 
90%-100% of total points = A, 80-89% =B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D, 59% and below=F 
 
Behavior: 
Appropriate behavior is expected at all times. Rude and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. Phone call home, 
Detention, or Written Referral to administration are consequences for inappropriate behavior.  
 
Attendance: 
Regular attendance is crucial for success. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to make-up the work missed and 
to stay caught up on missed readings. The textbook is located online via the student portal. The Assignments will 
be posted in TEAMS.  Students who are quarantined will need to keep up with daily assignments provided. 
 
Make-Up: 
Make-up work is given only for an excused absence. Work is due within 3 days of returning to class.  
 
Tardiness:  
Tardiness will not be tolerated. Excessive tardiness will result in detention, phone call home, or written referral to 
administration.  
 
Bathroom privileges: 
Do not abuse the bathroom privilege. Excessive use of the bathroom pass will result in a parent conference.  
 
Electronics: 
A student may bring their own laptop, but I would strongly recommend using the school issued device to prevent any 
connectivity problems or software incompatibilities. Cell phones are not preferable. 
 

- Students and parents MUST complete a tablet contract and pay the technology fee before checking out 
a tablet from the school. OR a BYOD agreement must be signed and returned in order to bring a 
device from home.  Insurance is Highly encouraged  

 
Email: Parents can contact me via email. ginavargo@dadeschools.net  
 
Remind101: You can opt in to receive class messages via text or through the Remind101 App.  This is HIGHLY 
recommended.  
Each class period has its own code. The codes can be found on our TEAMS page under the channel 
Passwords/Codes/Find Ms. Vargo 
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty is a serious infraction. The following acts constitute cheating or academic dishonesty: 
Copying another student’s work or test answers; failing to give cited credit to authors whose ideas you use in 
support or your own arguments; borrowed evidence which is incorrectly paraphrased; work which is not your 
original work which has been partially copied and pasted or used in its entirety; working on an assignment 
with another student when the guidelines specifically dictate it is to be completed individually; ideas which 
you claim as yours that are not; taking a picture of another student’s work to copy and send electronically.  
Consequences for academic dishonesty are: the student will receive a zero on the given assignment where 
cheating occurred and possible failure and/or removal from the class. 
 
If you have any questions or need extra help at any time, please, ASK!  I am here to help you! I can’t wait for a 
great school year.    Mrs. Vargo      
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